
Unit 1: 1400-1610 Early US History: Self-directed Learning Rubric

Columbus Other Explorers Native Americans/
Pocahontas

Jamestown

Read a nonfiction book on 
Columbus and give an oral
narrative to mom or dad or 
complete a written report 
about the book.

Color a world map. For 5 
explorers, label where the 
explorer came from and 
where he explored.

Using the National 
Geographic website, spend 
20 minutes exploring 
Werowocomoco.

Using the National 
Geographic website, 
spend 20 minutes 
exploring Jamestown.

Read a fiction book about 
Columbus and give an oral
narrative to mom or dad or 
complete a written report 
about the book.

Read a biography of an 
explorer and give an oral 
narrative to mom or dad or
complete a written report 
about the book.

Draw a map of what a 
native American village 
might have looked like.

Draw and label a map of
Jamestown. Don't forget
to date the map. (1607 
Jamestown looked 
different than 1610 
Jamestown.)

Make a drawing of a ship 
similar to one Columbus 
would have sailed on.

Complete a lapbook that 
includes 5 explorers.

Explore the kinds of foods 
the native Americans would
have eaten. Choose one and
help mom or dad make it. 
Everyone can sample it.

Create a lean-to, tent, or 
house that the colonists 
would have lived in 
from craft supplies.

Read an entry from 
Columbus' diary. Write 
your own entry to a diary 
as though you were on 
Columbus' ship.

Color a map of the US and
label where 5 explorers 
landed/explored.

Complete a “One Event, 
Two Pairs of Eyes” form 
about the colonization of 
Jamestown.

Complete a “One Event,
Two Pairs of Eyes” form
about the colonization 
of Jamestown.

Create a shopping list as a 
sailor who is getting ready 
to board Columbus' ship.

Describe the purpose of 
exploration at this time. 
Who funded these 
explorations and why?

Read a biography of 
Pocahontas. Give a 
narrative or complete a 
written report about the 
book.

Name 5 important 
people from Jamestown 
and tell why they were 
important.

Create a ship picture using 
craft supplies – either on 
paper or a 3D model.

Create a ship picture from 
this era using craft 
supplies, on paper or 3D 
model.

Read a book about the 
native Americans of the 
eastern US. Give a narrative
or complete a written 
report.

Explore the kinds of 
foods the colonists 
would have eaten. 
Choose one to make. 
Sample it.

Color a picture of a ship 
like Columbus would have 
sailed on.

Read in the book about the
ships from this time. Give 
a narration or complete a 
written report about what 
you read.

Create a model of a 
longhouse, similar to one 
the native Americans of the 
area would have lived in.

Tell about the colonists 
that came to Jamestown 
and what kinds of 
people they were. Draw 
a picture of a colonist or
make an outfit for you 
doll.

Complete the Columbus 
lapbook.

Build a ship out of the 
building blocks and other 
materials you might need.

Create a piece of jewelry 
out of crafting supplies.

Read a book about 
Jamestown. Give a 
narrative or write a 
report.

Create an outfit for your 
doll that would be similar to
the clothing of the Indians.

Read a book about John 
Smith. Give a narrative 
or write a report.


